FRA Legislative meeting summary for 08/01/2025

The Florida Renal Association’s (FRA) Legislative Committee met for the seventh time in 2025 on Friday
August 1. Below is a summary of the meeting led by FRA Lobbyist Ron Watson.

Mr. Watson began with News/Notes established by and in honor of former long-time FRA lobbyist Bob
Reynolds.

NEWS and NOTES:

e Hulk Hogan Day — The Governor declared today Hulk Hogan day and ordered flags to fly at half
mast to honor the Floridian who recently passed away.

e Rep. Joe Cassello (D-Boynton Bch) also unfortunately passed away from a heart attack. He was in
his final term as a legislator due to term limits and was planning to run for a local office. He was
a true servant in the Air Force and as a firefighter. A special election will be scheduled.

e Florida being Florida, the Tallahassee version — Tallahassee made the national news twice last
week with Chuck E Cheese being cuffed, arrested in full costume and perp walked out the door
with children in shock watching it all. Additionally, Ghislaine Maxwell of the Jeffery Epstein saga
is housed in the Tallahassee Correctional Facility for women and is being interviewed by
President Trump lawyers about the “Epstein files”.

e Alligator Alcatraz — The immigration/detention center that was quickly erected on an
abandoned air strip in the heart of the Everglades is in the news daily. President Trump and
others have visited the facility and there are several lawsuits challenging its existence. Governor
Destanis used “emergency” powers to usurp the normal requirements and there is uncertainty
of whether it is a Federal or State-run facility.

e Back-to-school sales tax holiday — The entire month of August is now a sales tax-free holiday for
back-to-school supplies, which can also include non-business computers and other electronics.
The legislature also made the month of August a permanent tax holiday in law!

Final Rule published on Florida Medicaid Dialysis Services Coverage Policy. The main Medicaid dialysis
regulation which creates the Florida Medicaid Dialysis Services Coverage Policy has been published and
will become effective August 18™". The FRA testified at the rule hearing and provided written comments
as directed by the legislative committee.

2026 Kidney Day Planning subcommittee created. Early planning is already underway for the 20t
annual Kidney Day which will occur from February 8-10 in Tallahassee. The subcommittee will meet
again soon but so far it looks like we will have an NKFF walk on Sunday the 8™ at 4pm with a nice dinner
reception at the private Governors Club Sunday evening. Monday should be a half-day meeting with CE
credits being offered and a working reception that night to get prepared for Tuesday at the Capitol. We
have reserved the entire 3" floor Rotunda and will be hosting kidney screenings while we meet with
legislators/staff throughout the day.

2026 Legislative Issues — The legislative committee is asking for input for our 2026 legislative issues. The
FRA wants on the ground/local input as to what needs to change in Tallahassee to make for the benefit
of our patients. We will focus on transplants, transportation, social workers licensure compact,
prescription drugs, food is medicine and possibly your idea(s)! Please help us develop the issues we will
be fighting for in Tallahassee!


https://ahca.myflorida.com/content/download/26454/file/59G-4.105%20Dialysis%20Services%2012182023%20Coverage%20Policy.pdf

POLITICS:

e The Florida GOP gathers in Orlando — The Florida Republican Party is meeting this weekend and
will be honoring Susie Wiles, who is presently President Trumps Chief of Staff. She has worked on
many Florida campaigns over her career and is referred to as the most powerful woman in the
world!

e Sen. Blaise Ingoglia (R-Spring Hill) has been appointed to the cabinet post of Chief Finance
Officer or CFO which has been vacant since Jimmy Patronis resigned to run for Congress. Former
Rep. Ralph Massullo (R) is going to run for this open Senate seat and is the clear front runner. He
is a medical doctor and entrepreneur who has been FRA Legislator of the Year!

e The Lieutenant Governor position is still vacant. It is speculated that Sen. Jay Collins (R-Tampa)
may be chosen soon, which would create another open Senate seat.

e 2026 Governors Race — The primary is now a year away and Cong. Byron Donalds (R-Sarasota) is
the Republican front-runner who has the coveted endorsement of President Trump. Speculation
about First Lady Casey DeSantis also running has died down a little, but she could make for a
wild primary. Former republican Cong. David Jolly, who first switched to independent and then
decided to run as a democrat seems to be the chosen one by party leaders. However, he was
recently attacked on the left about abortion and on the right on gun control. Former Cong AL
Lawson has floated the idea of running as well.

e Mid-term Reapportionment ? — Following the lead of Texas, Florida is looking into the rarely
used mid-census redrawing of Congressional lines. Governor DeSantis has called for this and
House Speaker Perez recently created a select committee to investigate it.

e Local government audits — New CFO Blaise Ingoglia has hit the ground running by mandating
audits of local governments to highlight waste, fraud and abuse in spending. Most of these local
governments are democratically controlled including Broward County, Orlando, Orange County,
and Jacksonville. This may be a set up for a future debate on eliminating or greatly reducing
property taxes in Florida which would take passing a Constitutional amendment.

Thank you for your membership in the FRA. Tell a friend and get them to join. We hope to see you at the
20t Kidney Day in February.



